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other vices and evil qualities, while the corresponding virtues
are extolled and urged. Vehbf counsels his son, as Nabi did
his, against seeking to attain the high offices of state, pointing
out how precarious is the position of those who hold such,
and how hard it is for a man so placed to live an honourable
and upright life. Nabf had recommended a Khojaship (Master
Clerkship); Vehbf does not, he had himself tried it and was
but too pleased to give it up and return to his humbler
calling of cadi; things, he declares, have changed since the
days of the elder poet. Much sound practical advice is given
as to the conduct of every day life, as to regulating expenses
according to resources, and so on. Vehbf's advice in the
matter of marriage is exactly the opposite of that of Nabf;
the latter had recommended his son to abstain from bur-
dening himself with a wife and to remain content with
concubines as the law allows; Vehbf on the other hand
advises Lutf-ullah to marry a well brought up lady of his
own position, as slave-concubines are often unfaithful, besides
being ignorant and ill-mannered; if, however, such are neces-
sary, Vehbf recommends like Nibf that Georgians should
be chosen in preference to any other nationality. Great care
should be shown in selecting servants, and these ought to be
treated kindly but without undue familiarity. All intoxicants,
including opium and hemp, are to be eschewed, even coffee
and tobacco are to be used sparingly. The poet winds up
his admonitions by advising his son against the fashionable
crazes of keeping birds and rearing flowers, which he regards
as vain and frivolous pursuits, the former being moreover
cruel, as it entails the imprisonment in cages of creatures
that ought to be at liberty.

In an epilogue, still addressed to his son, Vehbf says
that he wrote the whole poem within a week and at a time
when he was very unwell, in consequence of which the style